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CONLEY & SILVERS 
BEST OF TANZANIA: EXOTIC ZANZIBAR & WILDLIFE SAFARI  

SOIRÉE 2020 
 

ZANZIBAR, EASTERN SERENGETI ECOSYSTEM, SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK & NGORONGORO  
 

GRAB YOUR GEAR AND GET READY FOR THE ULTIMATE SAFARI ADVENTURE 

SURROUNDED BY WILDLIFE AND INCREDIBLE VIEWS  

WHITE SAND BEACHES AND FISHING DHOWS IN ZANZIBAR  

THE SERENGETI’S BIG FIVE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS (BUT AT A SAFE DISTANCE)  

ONE OF THE SEVEN WONDERS OF AFRICA  

THE GREAT MIGRATION, BABY WILDEBEEST & SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 

GIRAFFIC PARK & BIRDLIFE CHORUS 

LION’S ROARS ECHOED UP TO FIVE MILES AWAY   

WAITING FOR ACTUAL ZEBRA CROSSINGS  

ENDLESS PLAINS, SAVANNAHS AND MASSIVE CRATERS  

PRIVATE PLANES & DECKED-OUT LAND ROVERS  

EXPERT GUIDES & ANIMAL WHISPERERS 

COFFEE RIGHT FROM THE SOURCE AT THE FARM & CHAI ON YOUR VERY OWN VERANDAH 

THE MOST INTRICATE DOORS YOU’VE EVER SEEN 

THE ANCESTRAL LAND OF THE MAASAI: ENABOISHU WARRIOR DANCES & FIRESIDE FOLKLORE   

IS THAT A LEOPARD TAKING A NAP IN THE ACACIA TREE?  

STARGAZING FROM YOUR PRIVATE TENT 

WE WILL ORGANIZE ALL THE DETAILS.  

ALL WE NEED IS YOU (AND YOUR BEST SAFARI OUTFIT). 
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I. OUR SOIRÉES 

The goal of these small and elegant confections is to capture the energy of a perfect 

dinner party—great food, curated wine, excellent conversation, beautiful 

company—and extend it for an entire trip. The group must be curious, intelligent, 

and fun. That’s you.  The hosts need to be witty, charming, and full of great stories. 

That’s us. The location should hum with art, culture, history, stunning sights and 

culinary delights. This time it’s Tanzania – its national parks, pristine beaches and 

awesome wildlife – starting in Zanzibar, through northern Tanzania’s Serengeti to 

the breathtaking Ngorongoro Crater and ending in Arusha.  Combining adventure, 

adrenaline and serene relaxation, this is a trip for the ages.  

 

II. OVERVIEW 

During our soirée, we will visit the island of Zanzibar with its exotic spices, 

gorgeous white-sand beaches and intricate wooden doors, as well as northern 

Tanzania's most wildlife-rich and culturally fascinating places, providing both 

impressive safari viewing and a glimpse into the people and history of this 

extraordinary country. Our trip will be in partnership with Thomson Safaris, who 

have been organizing the dreamiest and wildest trips around Africa since 1981, 

with a focus on eco-tourism, building community and protecting the environment 

via conservation initiatives. Your accommodations have been carefully selected for 

the best possible experience from luxury beachside accommodations in Zanzibar, 

to staying at the Four Seasons in the Serengetti, to “glamping” in Thomson’s 

signature Nyumba camps in the heart of the savannah to ending at award-winning 

Gibb’s Farm (voted best safari lodge in Africa by Travel & Leisure for two years 

running). Your hosts Dana Conley and Professor Adam Tooze will be there to regale 

you with great stories and insightful history throughout – with formal talks and not-

so-formal fireside chats. This is safari at its best, and we can’t wait to embark on 

this journey across Tanzania with you. 
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III. ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 

Day 1:   Depart U.S. 

Day 2:   Arrival in Dar Es Salaam; R&R 

Day 3:  Travel to Zanzibar; Check-in to Zuri Zanzibar resort 

Day 4:  Relaxing at Zuri Zanzibar 

Day 5:  Relaxing at Zuri Zanzibar  

Day 6:  Day and overnight in Stone Town (UNESCO) 

Day 7:  Stone town tour, Private charter to Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem; Guided bush walks 
with grazing mammals; Night drive to see nocturnal animals  

Day 8: Safari in Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem; Giraffic park; Enjipai Women’s Group visit; 
Maasai roundtable   

Day 9:  Travel to Serengeti National Park; Safari 

Day 10:  Safari in Serengeti National Park; The Big Cats 

Day 11: Serengeti National Park’s Great Migration; Travel to Ngorongoro Highlands; Wildlife 
viewing 

Day 12:   Ngorongoro Crater  

Day 13:  Gibb’s Farm   

Day 14: Gibb’s Farm 

Day 15:  Day in Arusha; Departure home. 
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IV. HIGHLIGHTS 

❖ Truly relax on the private & pristine white sand beaches of Zuri Zanzibar. 

❖ Venture out on a local dhow (traditional boat in Zanzibar). 

❖ Discover Stone Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site with a fascinating history 

and equally intriguing architecture – be sure to check out the intricate doors 

as you stroll around the city.   

❖ Uncover what makes the Serengeti one of the Seven Natural Wonders of Africa 

with over 70 large mammals and 500 different kinds of birds.   

❖ Witness the frenzy of The Great Migration during which over 1 million 

wildebeest, 200,000 zebra and 450,000 gazelle cross the plains of the 

Serengeti; meet thousands of baby wildebeest, zebra and gazelle during the 

largest mass birthing on the planet—possibly the cutest thing you’ve ever 

seen?  

❖ Get up close and personal with The Big Five: lion, leopard, cape buffalo, bull 

elephant and even critically endangered black rhinoceros.  

❖ Travel in style enjoying private flights and pop-top Land Rovers with 

breathtaking views. Sleep in luxury at the lodges and get a taste for ecological 

“glamping” in national parks.   

❖ Taste the freshest coffee straight from the source at the oldest working farm 

and coffee plantation in the area.  

❖ Get a unique glimpse into the life of Maasai on the savannah, as this semi-

nomadic tribe continues to live in traditional boma (houses) and herd cattle as 

they have for hundreds of years.  

❖ Venture out at dawn to catch the big cats in action before they hit the snooze 

button for the day and join Dana for rise-and-shine fitness.   

❖ Leave your telescope at home and pack your star maps – the Serengeti offers 

stargazing at its best. Without any nearby light pollution and with the most 

ethereal peace and quiet, you’ll locate constellations, stars and galaxies to your 

heart’s content.   
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V. ITINERARY 

Day 1 – Travel to Tanzania 

Safe travels to Tanzania!  

Depart on flights from the USA to Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam Airport.  Depending on 

your flight pattern, you may start on the 9th or 10th of February.   

 

Day 2 – Tuesday, February 11th 

You made it! Time to kick back & relax.  

Welcome to Tanzania! A driver will meet you this evening at the Dar Es Salaam 

Airport and drive to the lovely Kilimanjaro Hotel, where you’ll get a chance to rest 

and relax after a long trip.  

KILIMANJARO HOTEL 

 

Day 3 –  Wednesday, February 12th  

Zanzibar, here we come!   

Zanzibar. Its name alone inspires romantic visions of mythical seafaring tales and 

indigo ocean vistas. Spend the day taking in the local Swahili culture and enjoying 

the beach – whether swimming, snorkeling, diving, or simply relaxing at the resort. 

The reefs and coral offer exquisite views, including an immense diversity of vibrant 

aquatic life: butterfly fish, emperor angel fish, dolphins, lion fish, green turtles, and 

manta ray are a few of these amazing creatures. Along the beach, you might also see 

Zanzibari fishermen and sea merchants carving or readying their dhows: these are 

old Arab-African sailing vessels that have been used to navigate between East 

Africa and the Arabian Peninsula for centuries. Once a hub for the vast Indian Ocean 

trading network, Zanzibar became a home for Africans, Arabs, Persians, and Indians 

alike. The island was the main slave market of the East African Coast and an 

important center for ivory trade, as well as a home to many clove and spice 
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plantations. Today, fishing and trade by sea remain the backbone of Zanzibar’s 

economy, along with tourism.  

This morning, we will hop on a plane for a quick flight to Zanzibar, our home for the 

next four days. We will then head to our resort hotel for an afternoon and evening 

of relaxation. Take in the views of fishermen on the horizon sailing in their 

distinctive, hand-crafted dhows. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a dip in the crystal-clear 

waters or even go on a snorkeling adventure. A massage at the hotel is never a bad 

idea.  

Each evening, we will meet up before dinner for a drink and casual talk by our 

academic host Adam Tooze who will paint the historical backdrop of this island—

from the Age of Exploration when the Portuguese Empire was the first European 

power to gain control of Zanzibar to the country falling into the hands of the 

Sultanate of Oman, to the Arab slave trade, to the British Empire, to the Zanzibar 

Revolution all the way to today. Adam’s talks will inform our understanding of the 

culture and architecture all around us.    

We will tuck into dinner as a group after our first beachside history lesson.  Once at 

Zuri, all meals will be included in the trip. You’ll have no reason to want to venture 

elsewhere: the ingredients from the local garden make each dish a delicacy.  

ZURI ZANZIBAR HOTEL & RESORT (B, L, D) 

 

Day 4 –  Thursday, February 13th 

Well hello there, white sand beaches!  

There’s no denying it - Zanzibar and Zuri are heaven on earth, and the days in this 

haven are yours to enjoy as you wish without schedules or alarm clocks. Do as much 

or as little as you like. Take your pick of activities including boating, snorkeling or 

diving. We will be more than happy to help you arrange everything in advance. If 

lazing about is the order of the day, there are few better places on earth to relax as 

the pristine beaches of Zanzibar, whether hanging out on a comfy lounge chair with 

a good book or swaying in a hammock under a palm tree. Be sure to take a stroll 

along the white sand beaches or lay back by the pool, cocktail firmly in hand. 
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Indulge in the hotel’s wonderful spa services, which can be booked directly with the 

Zuri, or we can book them for you.    

Choose to have your lunch today whenever suits best and spend the afternoon at 

leisure. We will meet up this evening for our casual history-by-the-beach talk with 

Adam Tooze. Dinner as a group will follow.   

ZURI ZANZIBAR HOTEL & RESORT (B, L, D) 

 

 

Day 5 – Friday, February 14th 

Swaying in hammocks and napping on loungers to our hearts’ content.  

Our leisurely beach days continue, for you to enjoy as you please.  By this time, you 

might just be getting over that jetlag!  This evening, Adam will prepare us for our 

upcoming tour of mesmerizing Stone Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 

buzzing cosmopolitan town.  Dinner is included at the hotel of course, but as it is 

Valentine’s Day, perhaps you might enjoy a romantic evening on your own—may 

we suggest a sunset tête-à-tête meal? 

ZURI ZANZIBAR HOTEL & RESORT (B, L, D) 

 

Day 6 – Saturday, February 15th  

A visit to Stone Town and its intricate doors.   

Time to see historic Stone Town with its striking architecture. This morning, we 

will leave Zuri for and transfer to the bustling center of Stone Town where you will 

relax at the hotel during the heat of the day and enjoy the resort surroundings. In 

the early evening, we will set sail for a sunset cruise in a traditional wooden dhow. 

A very special way to spend out last sunset on this fascinating island. In the cool 

night air, explore this historic seaside city center on your own. With its labyrinth of 

narrow streets, white-washed Arabesque buildings and mosques, sprawling 
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markets and palm tree-shaded courtyards, there is something to see at every turn.  

Join Dana for a stroll to the Forodhani Gardens night market brimming with 

outdoor stalls selling fresh fish dinners of all sorts.  Lunch and dinner are on your 

own, so you’ll have a chance to explore and try some local delicacies.  

PARK HYATT ZANZIBAR (B) 

 

Day 7 – Sunday, February 16th  

Morning tour of Stone Town then chartered flight to the Eastern Serengeti. 

Safari, here we come!   

We will rise early this morning to visit Stone Town in the coolest part of the day.  

Amongst the winding alleyways, you will visit the House of Wonders, a palace built 

in the 1880s that has since housed the headquarters of the colonial administration.  

We will also learn more about the island's tainted history as a slave and ivory 

trading capital.   

Next, grab your hats and cameras as we begin our safari today.  We will take a 

charter flight from Zanzibar straight to the Eastern Serengeti. Our three-hour flight 

via prop plane will bring us to a whole new world of striking natural beauty. Take 

in scenic views of rural Tanzanian countryside and the Ngorongoro Highlands by 

air as we approach the airstrip in the eastern Serengeti.  Our guides will come to 

welcome us upon arrival at the airstrip at the Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem, and 

quickly become our trusted advisors and travel companions (and probably new 

best friends). These trusted locals have been working with Thomson for decades 

and will accompany us throughout every minute of our safari adventures. They will 

serve as a tremendous source of knowledge offering cultural insights, wildlife 

spotting expertise and in-depth understanding of wildlife behavior.  

Keep your ears open and your eyes peeled as our head guide will brief us on our 

day-by-day itinerary, safety measures and get you excited for what’s ahead. Our 

guides will start by giving us a brief tour and history of the stunning 10,000-acre 

refuge as we make our way to the camp. We’re guaranteed wildlife viewing along 
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the way, thanks to important conservation efforts in the area. Giraffe, eland, dik dik, 

ostrich, black-backed jackel and even wild dog can be spotted in this unique wildlife 

haven, affectionately dubbed “Giraffic Park” with its bachelor herd (known as a 

journey!) of 100+ giraffes. Fire off questions as they come to you and you won’t be 

disappointed!  

Upon arrival, we will have a few hours to relax at our new home – exclusively ours 

for the next two nights.  

Afterwards, we will have the chance to stretch our legs on a brief but scenic walk in 

the nature refuge, a wonderfully peaceful sanctuary. There's really no better way 

to experience it than on foot. Fear not: a local wildlife scout will accompany us and 

our guide on this walk, pointing out nearby wildlife. Dinner is served at our 

Nyumba, followed by a good night’s sleep under the stars.  

EASTERN SERENGETI NYUMBA (B, L, D) 

 

Day 8 –  Monday, February 17th 

Discovering the Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem: Wildlife viewing and Maasai 

culture.  

Rise at dawn and take to the savannah on foot for a thrilling morning bush walk. 

Together with our guides, we will see plenty of wildlife, identify footprints and 

learn about some of the symbiotic relationships that bind life together on the plains. 

We will spend some time at the Enjipai Women’s Group, formed by a small group 

of Maasai women with a great entrepreneurial spirit. They paired their skills as 

artisans and homemakers with their desire to help their own families, as well as the 

community in general. Now numbering over 100 members, the collaborative 

already has several successful projects underway. A recently donated maize 

grinding machine provides a much-needed service to women who previously had 

to walk great distances to have their grains milled. The women of the collaborative 

sell their intricately beaded crafts to visitors. While each member makes an 

individual profit, a portion of all sales also goes into a community fund which was 

established for education and healthcare initiatives. 
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Our group will wander back to our campsite for a hearty home-cooked lunch set 

against an amazing backdrop of wildlife, acacia trees and endless plains. After a 

much-needed catnap, we will explore the extraordinary semi-nomadic culture of 

the Maasai.  Many Maasai still roam the plains of northern Tanzania with their herds 

of cattle, maintaining their traditions while adapting to new ways of life. We have 

invited a group of local Maasai warriors to visit the camp this evening and perform 

a traditional rhythmical dance. The group chose to name themselves for the word 

"unity" in the Maa language. They are a fine example of Maasai who are successfully 

bridging two worlds--showing their entrepreneurial spirit and motivation, yet 

staying true to their chosen lifestyle and traditions.  We have also invited a leader 

and elder in the women’s community to discuss gender issues and the changing role 

of women in the community.  This is a great opportunity to exchange ideas and ask 

questions; nothing is scripted or planned so enjoy the twists and turns this 

conversation may take! 

After dinner, take to the plains and wilds for a night drive in the Eastern Serengeti 

Ecosystem. Night drives offer thrills and possible sightings of nocturnal creatures, 

such as spring hares, aardvarks, and porcupines. More than anything, the night 

drive offers an adventure few travelers in Tanzania have the chance to experience. 

EASTERN SERENGETI NYUMBA (B, L, D) 

 

Day 9 –  Tuesday, February 18th 

Entering Serengeti National Park:  The Big Five and The Great Migration.   

This morning, we will pack our bags and head west toward the Serengeti on a 

rugged road that cuts through a landscape riddled with craggy hills and thickly 

wooded gullies. Maasai bomas appear seemingly out of nowhere. The rough road 

to Klein’s Gate takes you along the Grumeti River, which serves as one of the 

Serengeti’s two main water sources as it flows from one end of the park to the other 

before emptying into Lake Victoria. At the gate to the park, we will enter the 

Serengeti along its northeast border. The Maasai Mara Game Reserve and Kenyan 

border are less than 15 miles to the north. From there, we will traverse over the 

Serengeti’s acacia-covered northern corridor with incredible wildlife viewing along 
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the way, naturally. On our way, we will visit a school, teachers' housing, or medical 

dispensary to learn how tourism can impact the community in positive ways and 

help the local fabric thrive.  

We will stop and nibble on a light boxed lunch en-route before gearing up for our 

afternoon wildlife viewing in the Serengeti. It’s a sight to be seen: the big cats often 

spend these hours lying drowsily about the plains and up in the trees while many 

antelope and other animals continue to graze. 

Our journey to our oasis for the next two nights, the Four Seasons Serengeti, will 

offer plenty of wildlife sighting along the way. Perhaps we will come across a chase 

between predator and prey; maybe we will spot a wake of vultures; maybe we will 

be lucky enough to find a leopard dozing off high in the limbs of an acacia tree.   

FOUR SEASONS SERENGETI (B, Boxed Lunch, D) 

 

Day 10 –  Wednesday, February 19th  

Safari in Serengeti National Park & The Big Cats. 

We will set our alarms early this morning, as there is nothing better than traversing 

the plains of the Serengeti just after dawn. Look for herds of wildebeest, zebra, 

giraffe, impala, eland, topi, and more out on the savannah. Our group will head back 

to The Four Seasons for a satisfying lunch overlooking the Serengeti plains. During 

the afternoon, we will continue to explore the pristine landscapes of the Serengeti 

with our guide's uncanny wildlife spotting instincts leading the way. Expansive 

plains, rolling hills, dramatic granite outcrops and riverine valleys are home to an 

endless variety of fascinating creatures, from the lowly dung beetle to the 

impressive elephant.  

Of course, this includes the most social of the big cats: the mighty lions. Lions live 

in groups called prides, comprised mostly of females and cubs and only 1-2 adult 

males. Typically, prides have 6-12 lions, but can sometimes have more than 30 

members! As superior hunters, lionesses inherit the same territories as their 

mothers while young males roam until they drive out old males from other prides 

to take over leadership. As lionesses hunt in groups and often at night, during the 
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day you are more likely to see prides as they languidly stretch out in the brush, 

underneath an acacia tree, or in the shade of a large rock formation. These are the 

prototypical male lions of your childhood (think Lion King), as males who reside 

around savannahs and plains develop large dark manes as they grow older. The 

lion’s roar, a familiar sound in the Serengeti at night, can be heard from over five 

miles away.  

We will enjoy dinner at the Four Seasons before retreating to our comfortable 

accommodations for some well-deserved rest.  

FOUR SEASONS SERENGETI (B, L, D) 

 

Day 11 – Thursday, February 20h   

Serengeti National Park’s Great Migration. 

Today, we will pack our bags, thank the Four Seasons for their luxurious swimming 

pool, and embark on a full-day excursion into the Serengeti plains.  

Our ever-trusted expert guide will seek out the unique and diverse flora and fauna 

of the Serengeti, including the iconic herds of wildebeest and zebra as they migrate 

across Tanzania. We will have lunch with a view at noon: a picnic al fresco on the 

savannah. We will continue our wildlife exploring this afternoon as we roam 

through the Serengeti's rich landscapes. The so-called Big Five and The Great 

Migration are the most well-known of the Serengeti's offerings, but there is much 

more to see. Thousands of equally fascinating dramas of a smaller scale play 

themselves out on these endless plains. 

Most of us know about the “Great Migration” from nature programs that capture 

some of the most thrilling (and stressful – will the innocent gazelle get away?) 

moments on film. Often misunderstood, the migration is a perpetual, year-round 

process involving over one million wildebeest and 200,000 zebra who roam the 

plains quietly, in search of food and water. While some antelope and hyena may 

follow the herds, other animals remain in their territories or have separate 

migratory patterns. The migration’s most dramatic moments often occur when 
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large numbers of wildebeest and zebra make river crossings, during which they 

must elude predators in a desperate fight for survival. There is no telling exactly 

when these highly dramatic movements will occur, but all safari-goers are sure to 

see plenty of wildebeest and zebra while in Tanzania. This is the time of year for 

birthing and we are very lucky to witness the biggest mass birthing on the planet 

when thousands of mama wildebeest, zebra and gazelle give birth to cubs during 

February and March. It’s the cutest, fuzziest time of the year!   

En route, we will make short stop at Olduvai Gorge, a deep ravine and site of 

fossilized remains of animals and hominids that date as far back as two million 

years. A brief lecture and small museum tour are included. 

It’s been a long day of sights and thrills so take time to sit by the fire and relax 

tonight at the Ngorongoro Nyumba, reserved for our exclusive use.  

NGORONGORO NYUMBA (B, BOXED LUNCH, D) 

 

Day 12 – Friday, February 21st  

Ngorongoro Crater  

Wake up in the lush Ngorongoro Highlands where the region's rich volcanic soil 

makes for some of the most fertile land in Tanzania. Established in the late 1950s, 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area balances wildlife preservation alongside human 

settlements. The area covers about 3,200 square miles from the shore of Lake Eyasi 

to the south, the edge of the Great Rift Valley to the east, the border of the Loliondo 

Game Controlled Area to the North as well as the boundaries of Serengeti National 

Park to the west. Resident wildlife populations in the crater and seasonal migratory 

populations around the Serengeti make this an integral part of Tanzania's ecology. 

Lastly, the many Maasai settlements make it a cultural epicenter within northern 

Tanzania. 

It’s another day of astonishing views and abundant wildlife as we visit Ngorongoro 

Crater.  We will be sure to keep our fingers crossed in the hopes of seeing 

rhinoceros (only 60 black rhinos left in Tanzania) and big cats, such as lions and 
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cheetahs. The diversity of species is awe-inspiring: we will see everything from 

baboons and elephants in the Lerai Forest to wildebeest and mountain reedbuck 

over the crater’s grassy floor. Lunch will be served in the bush on the floor of the 

Ngorongoro Crater to replenish us before the adventures ahead with more wildlife 

viewing, enjoying the biodiversity of Ngorongoro.  

At the end of our journey today, we will arrive at bucolic Gibb’s Farm, our home for 

the next three nights. For over 80 years, Gibb’s Farm has been an important part of 

the history of the Ngorongoro Highlands. What began in the 1920s as a German 

Colonial coffee plantation became the residence of a British World War II veteran, 

James Gibb, in 1948. (Adam can’t wait to tell you about the German Colonial period 

through WWII).  James Gibb married in Tanzania and lived on the property with his 

wife, Margaret, an avid gardener who planted numerous vegetable and flower 

gardens on the property. As a productive farm, Gibb’s began to attract more tourists 

after the establishment of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area in the 1960s. The 

estate soon became among the first guesthouses in northern Tanzania when they 

constructed guest cottages near the farm in 1972. Over 35 years later, Gibb’s has 

been passed on to new investors, who had themselves been longtime users of the 

lodge. 

Still a working coffee estate and farm, Gibb’s resonates with the perfect harmony of 

nature and culture, luxury and sustainability, magnificent accommodation and 

historic preservation.  For this, it has been awarded Travel + Leisure’s Best Safari 

Lodge in Africa two years in a row! 

Dinner on the farm tonight promises to be a culinary highlight of the trip. 

GIBB’S FARM (B, Boxed Lunch, D) 
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Day 13 – Saturday, February 22nd 

Gibb’s Farm  

Wake up at Gibbs to the delightful chorus of songbirds from your verandah: the 

twee-wee trill of the yellow-throated long claw, the bell-like boo-boo of the tropical 

boubou, and the soft warble of the scarlet-chested sunbird. You’ll be served coffee 

and tea on your verandah as you listen to nature’s morning symphony. 

After breakfast we will take a guided tour of Gibb’s garden, a sloping 10 acres of 

vegetables and fruit gardens, growing everything from artichoke to zucchini and 

providing most of the ingredients for the delicious organic meals we will share at 

the farm. Our guide will teach us about the sustainable practices at Gibb’s as we 

take a tour through a pig and dairy farm where we will have the chance to try our 

hand at milking a cow. We will end by taking a leisurely stroll through the famed 

coffee bean fields that gave the farm its start over 80 years ago.  All of this will give 

real meaning to delectable farm-to-table lunch.   

The afternoon is for you to enjoy on the farm. Need some ideas?  Get a few laps in 

at the pool or lounge poolside with a book.  Immerse yourself in the healing and 

relaxing services of the African Living Spa, including massages and treatments as 

developed by a third generation traditional Maasai healer (additional fee).  Meet 

with the artists on Gibb’s Farm; the company sponsors East African artists, from 

botanical illustrators to Makonde carvers, to live at the farm and develop their 

work. In fact, it is their sculptures, paintings, and artwork that adorn the many 

luxury cottages and facilities at Gibb’s. Stop into the workshops and learn more 

about the artists’ work, inspiration and techniques.  

Enjoy a relaxing denouement to the day: with a view of the coffee farms and forests 

that surround Gibb’s Farm, take in the accompanying aromas and sounds as you 

have afternoon tea on the verandah and unwind.  

GIBB’S FARM (B, L, D) 
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Day 14 – Sunday, February 23rd  

Tembo Fires and final farewell lecture and dinner  

This morning stretch your legs with a stroll around the gardens and enjoy the quiet 

atmosphere, the abundance of beautiful flora and the views out into the 

surrounding highlands. You may choose to spend your time relaxing on the 

verandah with tea, or opt for a biking tour of the village, bird watching, coffee 

roasting, and more.  

Join Adam today for a final informal lecture before tucking into the generous buffet 

lunch made almost entirely of ingredients generated on the farm.  

This evening, we will relax at the Tembo Fire, an open-air sitting area nestled at the 

foot of the organic gardens. The tradition of the nightly campfire began as a purely 

practical measure to ensure that elephants - or "tembo" in Swahili - are not tempted 

to feast in the organic gardens at night. It soon became a popular place to sit and 

relax at the end of the day. Now, with a comfortable seating area and full bar, the 

Tembo Fire makes a wonderful place for conversation, storytelling or stargazing. 

It’s time to say farewell, as we enjoy our last dinner as a group before heading to 

Arusha and our respective homes. From white-sand beaches to wildebeest to 

savannahs to bomas to the brightest stars… it’s been quite the trip through 

Tanzania.  

GIBB’S FARM (B, L, D) 

 

Day 15 – Monday, February 24th  

Farewell!  

After two weeks soaking up the sun on Zanzibar and exploring on safari, it’s 

bittersweet to bid farewell, but your pictures and stories will keep Tanzania in our 

hearts and minds for years to come.  
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The day will start with our final scrumptious breakfast at Gibb’s Farm with local 

fruits, homemade yogurts and fresh cheeses, as well as made-to-order classics like 

omelets or pancakes. We will head out together for Arusha and one final day of 

activities. Once in Arusha, we will stop by the Cultural Heritage Center, a shopping 

mainstay in the city, attracting travelers from near and far due to its abundance of 

wooden carvings, artifacts, apparel, and crafts. With some of the finest African art 

in Tanzania, this a good place to get those last souvenirs.   

We will enjoy a special adieu lunch at gorgeous Mount Meru Game Lodge, with 

giraffes browsing nearby (if we’re lucky). A day room will be provided at the Mount 

Meru Game Lodge, for resting up and readying yourself for your departure. We will 

send you off with some culinary treats for your trip and offer complimentary 

service to the Kilimanjaro International Airport for your flight this evening. Safe 

travels and see you again soon!  

DAY ROOM AT MOUNT MERU GAME LODGE (B, L, Boxed Snack) 

 
VI. ACCOMMODATIONS:   

We have personally chosen the best hotels and traditional Nyumbas for our soirée 

in the most picturesque locations.  Our selected hotels range from boutique luxury 

resorts to upscale eco-friendly signature bush camps in the heart of the Serengeti.  

Kilimanjaro Hotel, Dar es Salaam (1 night) 

The Hyatt Regency Dar es Salaam, The Kilimanjaro, is a modern oasis in the heart 

of the largest Tanzanian city. The five-star hotel’s superb waterfront location, 

spectacular views of the harbour and Indian Ocean, and proximity to the city’s 

International Airport ensure it is among the best-situated luxury hotels in the city. 

The hotel features a spa, fitness center, business center and great dining options. 

The Level 8 Bar has become a gathering place for Dar es Salaam’s social elite.  Our 

rooms will feature King or Twin beds, depending on your preference.  

Click here to visit The Kilimanjaro Hotel.  

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/tanzania/hyatt-regency-dar-es-salaam-the-kilimanjaro/darhr?offercode=MYHIAP&src=prop_corp_sem_darhr_eame_mb&src=pfxswa_sem_google_darhr_rooms_us_eng_brand_exact_darhr_brand_daressalaam_hyatt%20kilimanjaro%20dar%20es%20salaam&mckv=sLDSz6axw-dc_pcrid_202463080935_mtid_529vu413791_slid__pgrid_6831122889_ptaid_kwd-38122790529&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxrjf07v83gIVeP7jBx16lw77EAAYASAAEgIJ5_D_BwE
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Zuri Zanzibar Hotel & Resort, Zanzibar (3 nights) 

Zuri means beautiful in Swahili. On 32 acres, the Zuri Zanzibar Resort is located in 

Kendwa village, which sits on the west-facing shores of Unguja, just 50km from 

Stone Town. With immediate access to the beach and a focus on culinary and 

wellbeing, the Zuri is the perfect place for a relaxed and luxurious vacation on the 

sea. Well-known designers Jestico + Whiles have elegantly combined 21st century 

tourism requirements with environmentally friendly architecture and the unique 

atmosphere of the Zanzibar islands. The majority of the bungalows, suites and villas 

offer stunning views over the Indian Ocean, whilst a few of the bungalows offer a 

partial ocean view or are located amongst the tranquil tropical gardens. Our 

package includes Garden Bungalows with a tropical garden view; they are 710 

square feet (sf) with a 270 sf of private terrace.   Please let us know if you would 

like to upgrade to a suite or to an ocean view bungalow, it will cost an additional 

$200 per person in double occupancy.  The drinks policy here included one glass of 

wine or beer with lunch & dinner.  

Click here to visit Zuri Zanzibar Hotel & Resort 

 Park Hyatt, Zanzibar (1 night) 

Located on the beachfront in the heart of Stone Town, the Park Hyatt Zanzibar is 

the perfect destination from which to experience Stone Town. The town’s key 

attractions are easily accessible by foot including Forodhani Gardens, the Old Fort, 

the Old Dispensary, the Peace Memorial Museum, the Palace Museum, and the 

House of Wonders. The hotel features a swimming pool, spa, fitness center, 

business center and great dining options.  We will stay in deluxe Indian ocean view 

rooms with a private balcony.  

Click here to visit the Park Hyatt Zanzibar. 

Private Eastern Serengeti Nyumba, Serengeti (2 nights) 

Sitting on a slope of Moruga Hill, our Eastern Serengeti Nyumba overlooks a 

sweeping valley of wooded savannah, wide-open plains, and remote wilderness like 

no other in Tanzania. With its signature style, the campsite provides the perfect 

https://www.zurizanzibar.com/beach
https://www.zurizanzibar.com/beach
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/tanzania/park-hyatt-zanzibar/znzph?&src=pfxswa_sem_google_znzph_rooms_us_eng_brand_exact_znzph_brand_park_park%20hyatt%20zanzibar%20hotels&mckv=sBwj77hDG-dc_pcrid_257561224498_mtid_529vu413791_slid__pgrid_27156923686_ptaid_kwd-119258953246&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI47y2jaGy3wIVE8ZkCh2IkQv5EAAYASAAEgL4pPD_BwE
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place to explore the Eastern Serengeti’s rolling hills and woodlands by foot or by 

vehicle and engage in authentic local Maasai cultural programs. 

After days full of adventures, the Nyumba offers exquisite, environmentally 

responsible comforts and personalized care for a discerning clientele. En-suite 

bathrooms have water-saving safari showers and self-contained, pump-flush 

toilets. 

Kitted with private verandahs, enjoy a refreshing drink with breathtaking views as 

you look out onto the acacia-covered plains where giraffe, wildebeest, and gazelle 

come to graze. This is Tanzania at its boundless, wildest, magical best. 

Click here to visit your Nyumba.  

Four Seasons Serengeti 

Deep within Africa’s finest national park, this safari lodge offers five-star comfort 

in the heart of the wilderness.  The location offers excellent access to the Serengeti's 

best wildlife viewing; sometimes you can even observe wildlife right from the 

lodge's infinity pool or from the elevated walkways that connect various parts of 

the lodge. For a bird's eye perspective on the Serengeti's natural wonders, each 

Horizon Room offers a private balcony overlooking the plains.

Click here to visit the Four Seasons Serengeti 

Ngorongoro Nyumba (1 night) 

This Nyumba is located at the rim of Ngorongoro Crater where it is poised for 

optimal access not only to the nearby cultural treasures, but also to the crater floor 

where you will experience exceptional wildlife viewing. The air here has a heavenly 

fresh scent, though the high elevation (about 7,200 feet) makes for potentially chilly 

nights; it will be important to bring warm clothes, per your packing list. 

The exceptional camp crew will make sure you have everything you need to stay 

comfortable, for example, making sure hot showers are available in your en suite 

bathroom, preparing delicious four- course meals and offering you drinks or snacks 

around the roaring camp fire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kwhzsm4WIXQ
https://www.fourseasons.com/serengeti/
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Gibb’s Farm, Ngorongoro Highlands (3 nights) 

Awarded Travel + Leisure’s Best Safari Lodge in Africa two years in a row, Gibb's 

Farm is a dreamy getaway tucked into the rolling hills of the Ngorongoro Highlands. 

You’re at Gibb’s Farm to indulge—enjoy an afternoon at the spa, an evening on your 

private verandah, a dinner brimming with fresh farm-to-table delicacies and rich 

South African wines. The country’s longest-standing farm and coffee plantation, 

Gibb’s Farm with its stunning gardens is a world-class lodge with authentic East 

African flair. 

Click here to visit Gibb’s Farm.  

Mount Meru Game Lodge, Arusha (day room) 

Homey, comfortable cottages are placed throughout the garden, while in the main 

building, an elegant lounge and dining area offer a quiet place to relax and share 

safari stories. At one end of the picturesque garden, there is a semi-enclosed park-

like setting where marabou stork, zebra, gazelle, warthog and even elephant 

recover from injuries obtained in the wild. Depending on their condition, every 

effort is made to reintroduce them to the wild. 

You may be lucky enough to hear monkeys chattering in the trees in the evening or 

scampering over the roof in the morning. 

Click here to visit Mount Meru Game Lodge

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gibbsfarm.com/
http://mtmerugamelodge.co.tz/
http://mtmerugamelodge.co.tz/
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VII. YOUR HOSTS  

We will be accompanied by excellent local guides throughout our trip, personally 

vetted by your Tour Director, Dana Conley.   

Dana fell in love with international travel during college while studying art and 

politics at the Stanford-in-Florence program. She majored in International 

Relations and has traveled to over 50 countries in search of authentic adventures, 

beautiful meals, and life-changing moments to share with her private and 

organizational clients.  Via Conley & Silvers LLC, her goal is to provide guests with 

the highest level of customer service while creating unique and magical itineraries 

and events.  Before co-founding Conley & Silvers with long-time Stanford mate 

Alison Silvers, Dana’s career spanned from being a researcher at the Pentagon and 

International security think tanks to art appraisal and directing a gallery.  When 

Dana is not tour managing or on a reconnaissance mission, she divides her time 

between Europe and New York City where cheese consumption, museum going, 

and walking puppy Ruby reign as her favorite pastimes.  

We will be joined by historian Professor Adam Tooze, one of the world’s leading 

historians.  He is also good fun, a tireless conversationalist, and an experienced 

travel study leader. Adam studied at Cambridge and the London School of 

Economics where he was also a professor; he also taught at Yale University, and he 

is now teaching at Columbia University, where he is Director of the European 

Institute. As Tanzania was a Germany colony, and Adam’s passion is German 

history, he looks forward to helping us place the sites we are visiting into historical, 

political, and cultural context.  
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VIII. WHAT TO EXPECT 

To experience all of our planned activities and participate in wildlife viewing, you’ll 

need to be happy with riding in the safari vehicle up to 8 hours on some days.  

Everyone will have a window seat, and we will take lots of breaks along the way, 

however, safari does mean a lot of Land Rover time.  There will be easy walking, but 

it may be in the bush, so you need to bring good non-slip hiking boots. We will 

discuss daily the upcoming walking difficulty and time in the car in advance, so you 

can make your decisions and organize your days accordingly. On days where we 

are not transferring lodges, you’ll have the option to stay back and enjoy the 

facilities.  Of course, we have kept you all in mind when designing this trip, so we’ve 

handpicked beautiful walks that we feel most everyone can enjoy.   

Due to the nature of this travel and small charter flights, luggage allowance is 

strictly limited per person to: (1) 33 lbs. soft duffel bag + (1) small day pack.  

Laundry service is not included but is available, and a full load can be washed and 

pressed same day for between $30 and $40 USD.  

While we hope that you love the itinerary outlined above, this is not the finalized 

itinerary and we reserve the right to mix things up, change accommodations and 

swap things in to maximize the good times.  
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IX. THE NITTY GRITTY 

To enhance personal attention and limit costs, we need a minimum of 12 and a 

maximum of 16 attendees.  We have limited space for single passengers.  If you can 

vouch for your friends and think they would enjoy our company and style, we’d love 

to have them join. No sticks in the mud allowed. Ages 18 and up only, so we don’t 

have to censor any dinner conversations. 

Included: 
❖ 13 nights in well curated 

accommodations  

❖ 13 x breakfasts 

❖ 12 x lunches 

❖ 11 x dinners   

❖ 1 x boxed Snack  

❖ 1 x afternoon tea on the 

verandah 

❖ Guaranteed window seating in 

Safari vehicles 

❖ House wine, beer, and soft drinks 

at lunches and dinners (alcohol 

not provided with picnic / box 

lunches) 

❖ Bottled drinking water on Safari  

❖ Multiple informal lectures led by 

Professor Adam Tooze 

❖ Safari journal and briefing 

throughout the trip 

❖ All group entry, park fees, guide 

fees and tickets  

❖ All gratuities 

❖ $200 per person Nature Refuge 

Conservation fee  

❖ Dana Conley as tour director, 

along with expert local guides  

❖ Airport meet and greet with 

private transfers on set arrival 

and departure days 

❖ Scenic private charter flights & 

private coaches  

❖ All luggage handling and 

porterage 

❖ Unlimited mileage in Safari 

vehicles  

❖ Keep Fit Kit at Each Nyumba 

Camp 

❖ Media and book lists to get you 

excited 

❖ 24/7 concierge services by 

Conley & Silvers  

❖ $400 per person Tanzania-

imposed tax.
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Not Included: 

❖ Airfare to and from the United States.  

❖ Travel, medical, or evacuation costs or insurance. We strongly recommend you 

purchase any insurance policies for your specific needs within two weeks of 

your deposit. 

❖ Laundry service is not included but is available, and a full load can be washed 

and pressed same day for between $30 and $40 USD.  

❖ Internet is not guaranteed, and a large part of this trip is going to be “off the 

grid”. There may be intermittent WiFi and internet at permanent lodges (you 

may even get service on your cellphone), but there is strictly no WiFi in the 

bush.  

❖ Meals and beverages other than those specified as included such as those en 

route to Tanzania. 

❖ Personal charges such as phone calls, massages and mini-bar blowouts. 
 

❖ Water sports activities in Zanzibar such as diving and snorkeling. 

 
 

X.   NOTES FOR ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES  

For a complimentary arrival transfer, we will accommodate any arrivals on 

Tuesday, February 11th.  You will want your flight to arrive at the Dar Es Salaam 

Airport (DAR) on Tuesday, February 11th.  This most likely means that if you are 

flying from the USA, you will depart on Monday, February 10th—however double 

check your flights, you may need to depart on Sunday, February 9th. Conley & 

Silvers will provide you with ideal flight itineraries for this trip.     

For a complimentary departure transfer, flights should be scheduled out of 

Kilimanjaro International Airport (JRO) on Monday, February 24th after lunch.  We 

will provide a private or semi-private transfers to the airport.   

➢ Remember you fly into DAR and out of JRO 
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XI. COSTS 

All prices are for paying via bank transfer or via check.  If you would like to pay via 

credit card, let us know and we will add a transaction fee of 3% to your invoice.  

Double Occupancy 

$14,290 per person  

Single Occupancy 

$17,890 per person 

 
 

XII.   RSVP & DEPOSIT 

We would be thrilled if you’d join us!  First come, first serve for booking, so even if 

you have already told us that you wish to join, we still need for you to respond now 

that you are “in”. Let us know if you are “in” by booking online at 

http://www.conleyandsilvers.com/tanzania-rsvp 

Once we have confirmed your reservation, we will send you an invoice with 

instructions for remitting your deposit. The initial deposit of $1500 per person will 

be due within 30 days of your RSVP. The deposit will be fully refundable until 

April 30, 2019.  The final deposit with the remaining balance due will be due by 

October 21st, 2019. As all payments are non-refundable after April 30, 2019, we 

strongly recommend getting trip insurance within two weeks of paying your 

deposit. Once we receive your deposit, we will send you a trip insurance quote from 

our partners at AIG/Travel Guard so you have a place to start with comparisons. 

 

http://www.conleyandsilvers.com/tanzania-rsvp


 

 

 

 
 

DANA AND THE TEAM AT CONLEY & SILVERS 

 
Conley & Silvers LLC 
2700 Broadway # 7C 
New York, NY 10025 

ConleyandSilvers@gmail.com 
www.ConleyandSilvers.com 

+ 1 347 951 7948 
Skype: DanaConley 

CST#2107694-40 
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